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PRICE TWO OENTS

THRW RSHAE M,
H COUNSILS PLE

Neither White’s Slayer nor
‘Flis Family.tobe Spared
in Proving This,

MIND NOT RIGHT
“  WHILE ABROAD

g}ctors and Nurses to Be Brought
to Show That He Was Insane
in Rome, Monte Carlo and
Konda—Premeditated
j Murder; Declares
3 Garyan,

'NEW YORK, January 13,—The Thaw
trial moved with a rush to-day.
the Slate had presented its direct case
and Aseletant Distrlet Attorney Gar-
van hed charncterized the kllling of

Etanford White as a “premeditated, de-
Iibérate and cowardly murder,” Mar-
tin W. Littleton, for the defenze, madé
lnq}gpenins plea for the prikoner. His
promige. of new evidénot was sensa-
tional. Mr. Littleton promisad to forge
& chaln of clroimstances and to pro-
duce & llne -of ' testimony which will
provg 'Harry K. Thaw undenlably In-
kane at the time of the homlcide. Ewl-
depce of heraditary Inpanlty " and of
strange, unysual acts of Thaw waos
told of hy My, Littleton, who sald that
physiclans and nurses who had at-
tended Thaw were hurrying here from
Europe: that teachors of the defendant
in childheod would be on hand to
glve thalr Impreselons of “the wide-
cyed, distant boy.”

In conelusion Mr. Littleton ehal-
lenged the Disatrict Attorney to produce
& elngle reputable physiclan who would
say that Thaw was not Insane at the
timae ha killed the noted architect, Mr
Littleton startled the court-room. by
declaring that after Evelyn Nesbit had
told him her story In Parie In 1903,
Thaw “drenched himsalf with poison.”
and would have dled but for the herole
work of three physiclans, who labared
over him all of one night. When Mr,
Litileton started to launch Into the re-
Intlone of Stanford White with the
girl whom Thaw marrled Mr. Jerome
was on hls feet with an eobjection,
Justice Dowling sustained him, and
the name of the architect was not
linked again with that of the de-
fendant's wife. Br. Littleton touched
Lut lghtly upon tha girl's story, as
she told It to Thaw, but again drew
an objection {rom the prosecutlng of-
ficer, who sald: '"Mr. Littleton |8 now
straying Into stufl which, in my opin-
ion, will be excluded.” Again Justlce
Dawling sustalned the objéction,

Te Nor Famlly Spared.

AMr. Littleton spared nalthker Thaw
nor his femlly In his recital of the de-
fendant’s life history.

During the specch Thaw eat wide-
eyed and pailld, locking fixedly at his
counsel. Toward the close he seemed
rather dlespleased with soméathing that
was sald. Mr. Littleton's epéech was
somewhat dramatic and {mpassioned a
times, and was keenly followed by the
jury.,’ Thaw's ancestry, marked by de-
cided talnte of Insanity on both (he
father's and mother's slde, actording
to 'hils chiof counsel, was drawn with
great c¢are, and then the defendant
nhimselt was pletured as irrational, er-
ratic and Insane as a boy, who, azell-
lating between “starship and madness,
between brilllance and darkness,’”
fought unavallingly agalnst the fever
of Insanity which coursed In his blood
at birth. “T make no claims for this
defendant above those of the average
men &8 to morals, vices or virtues”
declared Mr. Littleton, "but 1 say his
life history ls enough to free him from
the charge  that he was responsible
for his act. Add te his history the
hearthreaking eplsade of his love for
the young woman who became his wife,
und of her recital to him of o story
which, flashed to the four quarters of
the glohe, made all the warld that reads
mtand still and wonder, and I shall have
no hesitancy In asking you If you have
not a reasoneble doubt ns to whether
he was Bane the night of tlils deplar-
nbie tragedy. ‘And upon that doubt 1
shall ask you ‘for ‘a verdlet of not
yullty.™

Insanc \\'h!]e Abroad.

BMr.: Littleton told of ‘& trip abroad
taken by Thaw in 1800, when he was
i1l ‘and [nsane at Rome, Monte Carlo
and HKonde, "being' under the carg of
plivsicians and ' nurees ‘at each Dnlace
end ‘declared he would produce. thase

liyslclgns and.nursep, as f3ar as possi-

e,  to tell their story. Teachers who
kept dlarles about the strange child
who Bat in thelr closses also will come,
he =afd, to tell the Jjury about, the
early 1lfe and. tendencles of the da-
fendant. Describing the killing of Mr,
White, Mr. Littleton s=aid;

“That - madnese, horn and bred  in
him, had been set on fire by the stories
he' bad heard. He had gone to the djs-
trict-gitorney with them and . to A
Comstock. They van In his head; untll,
staggering among the ¢hairs of Madi-
son  Square  Garden—yat not drunl—
s eyes burnlug like two great conls
of fire, unable intelligently 1o anawer
two questiops put to Llin, 'manlacal ‘in
the last degreg, lost—lost as he wag In
Ttome, In ‘Monte Carlo and' 'In London,
the blind confuslon of Insanity over-
came him and he {ired. The'result was
rig® o murder, but thelact afa . maa
man, Whoo afterwards,, wiid-eyed and
jrrational, cried out in Nhis cell that
he heard the voless of little chlldren
oalling, and proclaimei that he had but
acted As an agent of Providence! "

CAfter: higl speech Mr. Littleton wad
iasked in what manner he o would at-
tempt lo prove Tnaw sane ot the pros.
ent time 17 hae offered such an acolimu-
latlon of evidence as to progressive In:
senity up to the tima of the killing 't
ecan: only ‘say that I will' cross  my
bridges ag 1 come to them, & man can’t
ride twa: horses gelng In opposite dl-
geotione  at the ‘same time'! he | re-

ied. g

he autline of the defense was gen-
erally considered s’ reflecling o da-
termination on the part of | Thaw's
attorneys to prove him insane in 1806,
vegardless of sl congequences . The
tivel ovidenee for the defense, prob-
nbiy. of rompadical charpetar; will be
taken to-morrow! morning, | Briop | to
tha opening ofcourt to-day, A -Russall
Peahody, witorney. fopd Thaw, | stated
thnt no applcation for ‘dcommlaslion
oo g0 to Pliteburginnd taka tho testi-

mony of AMUs, AVIam Thow awoild

Gontinued ‘on Hee

After|”

. HIGHER THAN:FOR YEARS

Dig . Rlse al Lynchhurg, Hutl Xo Dams
age—Bérious Rennlia at Giher Pliaces.
1'% Buecial ta The ‘tiriks: Dispateh,
L_'YD_!GHBURG..' AL 'Jnnunrv] 13—
/The higliost freshet 'in Lthe James Niver
alpde “Mdarch; 1002, ‘was'  éxperianced
here thls morning, when the piver
here thla morning, when thie rjver
recarded 16,1 feat on, the government
gdige, | By 11 o'clock It had fallen
to, 158 feet, and’ has  been falling
#lowly all atternoon. The-danger line
here Is elghteats feet, and no damage
has hesn reportad aboit the elty,
The flood I8 the'resiilt of tHe precip-
ftation Sattirday .night, amounting to
1,85 Incher, this water falling on the
heavy snow which coverad the moun-
taing to the'weat of Lynchburg. The
watér hagan {0 rlse vesterday, and last
night at B8 o'¢lock it had reachéd a
Atage of sloven feet. Coneldérable sur-
prise wns felt this moralng when It
was found that the water huad gone
dhove Hixteen feet. Wy
The preciplitation
month {n the clty aggregntes .44
inches, which is 1.86 Inches’ In excass
of the normeal rainfall for thls time of
year. :

thus  far this

CITIES IN DARKNESS

Heavy Raln nnd Melting Snow. Cause
Serjous’ Flood In the Ehesandoah.

[ Bpectal 1o, The Timea-Dispateh.]!
WINCHESTER, VA, Jpnuary 13.—
Winchester {6 In iotal darkness, 8o fAr
a8 eleotricity Is concerned to-night, on
account of the hlgh water In Ehenan-
doall River, partlally Inundating ‘tha
plant of the Winechester and Washing-
ton City Electric Company. Berry-
villée and Charlestown are alss withs
out electrjcity.

The mejling snow and sleady rains
have cauded the river to risa about
twenly feet above normal. It has
avérflowed {ts banks and much damage
hag “alrsady bean sustalned. Seaveral
manufactiring plants in this vicinity
Had to shut down on account of no
eleetria power.

THE POTOMAC QUITE HIGH

——

Panses Flood EBlage at Harper's Ferry.
Heporitn of Damage.

AWARBHINGTON, D. €., January 18—
The Potemac River at Harper'a Ferry.
W. Va., paesed| the flood stage to-day;
when the waler tose to twenty [feet
No  great damagé ‘s reported from
that pofnt, and as the river ahove Har-
per's Ferry Is reported falling, the
danger Is regarded as past.

The crest of the rise will reach thlg
city to-morrow morning.

Reports to the Weather Bureau here
=tate that a good deal of damege has
been done in West Virglnin by the
overflowing of the SBhendndoah Rlver,
whicth emptiés Into the Potomag at
Horper's Ferry,

Muoch Feed Ia Rulned.
[&pecial to The Timea-Dispatch.]

NORWOOD, NELSON COUNTY, VA,
January 13.—The hard ranin on Satur-
day night, together with the melting
of the heavy. gpnow which fell in the
mountalns last week, has brought the
James River all over the low-zroundse
It contlnued to riss slowly all the
moraing up unfil noon, When It was
&t a standstill, Many of the farmars
have thelr rough féed stll on the
fié¢]d, and that whiéh has not béen
taken away by the high watsr is now
of no account. The' clouds hahg as
though It may rain agaln, and should
there be a gecond rise, gome of the oe-
cupants are ‘afrald they will bave “to
move In the upper storlez of their
hougas,

Page Sireems All Swolle=n.
[Epecial ta The Times-Dispetch.]
LURAY, VA, Janpary = 13.=All
streams In Page county are higher
than for years, caused by an unpre-
cedented ralnfall on: Saturday  night,
Eix inches of snow in the Blue Ridge
heving been melted by the warm rain,
couzed all the smaller streams to
come down in. floodtide.

MRS. GIBB MAY RECOVER

Hushand Deples Any Ground for He=-
ported Attempt at Sulclde.
{From Our Regular Correspondent.]

WWASHINGTON, DL C., January 13,—
The conditlon of AMrs. Frank B, Gibb,
who shot herself |n the nbdomen at
Calverton, Ve, Saturday, and was op-
eriated on at the Providence Hospltal,
In this city, yesterday morning, con-
tinuas (o Improve, and her physicians
suy she has a falr chance to recover.

“Thae story of my wife shooting her-
gelf [s false from start!to finish.” 'sald
Mr. Glbb'at the Ralelgh this afternoon.
“Thera |8 not a germ of truth In IbL
It 'is absolutsly untrus that'either ahs
ar I' eyer contemplated filing’a AUt
for dlvorce. I cannot updarstand how
such o report ‘could have originated,
uplesg it started from the: fact that I
had been away a manth on'a hunting
trlp,  There s no truth |n the story
that there was a quarrel between my
wife and myggig after her return from
the drive, o few minutes before she
wis ghot, We had & few minutes' con-
versation when' she returped. I had
just left her 'wheén I heard tha shot

and found her lying on the #oor, the|

hlood gushing from the wound [n the
abdomen, I ‘cannot account for, the
accident unless my wite was tryltig to
put the pistol on o shelf of the cup-
hoard, and the trigger struck ogainst
some obstructlon, or tha trigger cauzht
ony herelothing 4s she yus ‘taking It
from her pocket.!” 3

“Tlip greatly prostrated condition: of
A, Gibb as ‘f feesult of the shaootlng
af hls wife |s/contradiction of the story
of ‘marital infeliclty.

—_—

ANNEX TO STATION BURNS

Unfon Station Proper, Onc .of HKousas
‘City's Landmarks, Buarely Ewcapes.
KANSAS CITY, Januery 13.—Tha

unlon ‘station’ annex in Union Avenue,

adjeining the union' rallway. station,
was destroyed by (ire early to-day, The
union station. proper, one of [Kansas

Clty's  landmarks, wasg saved by the

fvemen after a hard fight, Tho burned

Lullding contalned the recalving offices

of ‘Adams, Wells-Fargo, and Hacific Bx-

press Companies,. an branch ' melling
room, of ‘the post-office) The oMueq of
the Fred Harvey Eating '‘House Cmn-
pany, the! Pullman Palace :Cap ' Cam:
pahy, llnen room and the Hallway Men's
Young ‘Meu's | Christlan 'Assoclation

roojns, {
' The losg iz 'eatimated. at: close (to
$250,000, 0 The fire stanted at 4 o'clack

from ‘crogsed: elecielol light wires over
tho registry’ department’of the malling
Teem, j i q
: :

Petershurg Boy nn Editor,

[ 8necial to The 'Timea-Tilspatchl]

PROVIDENCE, R T, danuary 18—

At the apnual meeting o Brunonian
haard  to-day, Leoo Ll - Larrapes  olpsg:
of 1900, of Petershiirg, ‘¥a. wan elsct-
@i nssocinte editor, " iThe ‘Brunonian
{5 the atudente! 'dally ‘at ‘BrowniUnl-
varaity, and porltiens on tseditorial
gtaff nra %quna‘ the ‘moat® gought for

i LWL ikl ey s e

Nhonor

‘tinued

FRAN W, CHRISTIN
- STRICKEN BY DEATS

Most Eminent Lawyer in
Virginia Passes Away
After Brief Illness,

IN CONFERENCE
: ON SATURDAY

End/ Came at 10:30 0/Clock Last
Night as a Shock to His
Many Friends — His
Long and Brilliant
Record at the

ATt

Mr. Frank Wood Christian, generaily
conceded to:he tha leader of the bar
of Virginla, dfed Jast night at his home,
No. 818 Park Avenue, after an lllness
of barely (wo days. Mr. Christian,
who.was In his fifty-geventh vear, wag
in' his uRuel roebudt health throughout
last: week, Aand even though unwell
for the last two days, hls death came
Huddenly a# & shock to hia famlly and
friends,  Last Baturdoy night he met
4 number of gentlemén at the Jeffer-
son Hotel to. discues a business muat-
ter, and took vigorous. part in set-
ting forth the legal aspects of the case.
Returning to his home that .iight, he
complained to hils law partner, Judge
CGleorge L. Christlan, of raeling unwell,
and on Bunday and yesterday was con-
finéd to the house, his coendition helng
oi no Ume considered serjous.

Mr, Christlan waa the son of the late
Dr. Andrew H. and Mary A. Christiamn,
of this city, and was born in Rich-
mond, ‘at the ‘homa of hls grandfather,
Mr. Richiard Whitfleld, on' January 3,
1851, : 1

Wns An Eminent Lawyer.

During hig childhood his father made
his liome in Petersburg, and he en-
tered the primary Eechools there, re-
moving later to Richmond, where he
entered Mr. Strother's classical school,
trom which he graduated, He took
both the academic and law courscs al
the University of Virginia, graduating
{n law before reaching the age of Lwen-
ty-one. After sccuring his license to
practice In ¥irginla he formed a“law
partnership with Mr. C. C. McRae, of
Chestartield county, with whom he con-
for a short time. On the re-
tirement of his cousin, Judge George
L. Christlan, from the bench of the
Hustings Court, of Richmond, thcy
formed o law partnership, dating (rom
January 1, 1883, the Arm rapidly be-
coming one of the most prominent In
Virginla.

Mr. Chrietian's practice: wag always
of & high Llype, he having ¢onductod
mahy contested cases in the Supreme
Colrt and In the United States Courts,
{nvolving mich ecorporation and [n-
tricate /lltigation practice, Throughout
his professional 1ife he had always en-
joyed Lthe confidence and esteem of hia
aseoclates, and had generally been re-
garded as one of the hlghest sxpon-
entg of the principles of law In tone
Btate, standing in the acknowledged
position as the leader ot the Yirginia
bar, §

In Many Famous Cosgs.

There has hardly been a case af
note in the last twenty years In which
he had not been retalned, his/famous
argument in the case of Tennant vs
Dunlop being. well remembered by
Richmond attorneys. Mr. Christian was
one of the couneel for the State of Vir-
ginla In reslating the attacks made on
the new Conegtitution, carrying his case
triumphantly ‘through the highest
courts.

Recently he was appolated one of the
Stgte proxies for voting the shares of
the State of Virginla in the Hichmonidl,
1'redericksburg and Fotomaee Rallroad,
In this capacity he had already taken
eteps 1o appedr befora tha Leglslature
in opposition to any action that might
be detrimental to Its interests.

Mr. Christian’ at’ varlous times had
the offer of several judgeships, and at
one Lime was tendered & seat in the
Virginia Supreme Court, but consiat-
ently dectined to hold any  publle of=
fice.” He was an active member of tha
Virginle State Bar Assoclation apd uf
the Westmoreland, Commonwealth and
Deep Run Hunt Clubs. Throughout
his |ifa he rtetalned his mffection for
outdoor life; and’ rode to 'hounds, il-
ways keeplng & number of fine saddle

horses, {
An  Ardent Sportsman.

Mr. Christlan, like his famous pro-
totvpes of the Virginla bar, was an
ardent sportsman, and perhaps no man
In Virginia was. better read or more
conversant with sports than he.

As a student of the thorocughbred he
enjoyed” tha confidence and esteem of

{Continusd on Tenth Page.)

DIES FROM: GAS POISONING

b Dy
Mra, Cunninghnm, a. Singer, Said
Have Heen From Virglaia.
NEW YORI, January 13—,
Thonmag Cunniughan, twenty-eight
yvears old, was found dead In bed.af
aceldentol gas polsoning at her board-
ing honse, at No. 331 last Faurteenth
Streetl, this morning, In turning off
the light  ehe had evidently upaned
another cock, which was intended: to
supply a gos heater through a ‘rubbar
tube. Thers was no tube.
Coroner A. Critelly found that' Mri.
Cunnlngham' had 'been married only
“three months, Her malden name was
Jessie Riffe, Her father 13 W, AU RIffo;
of Virginia Heights, Va, Mrs, Cunning-
ham was p singer and a Wwoek aga had
gatten an engagement with a loeil
vaudevilie house. The ocovener had the
Lody.cared-top by an undertaken pend-
{ng’ communjention with-hap family.
———

MYSTERIOUS EXPLOSION

BExpress Onr jv Flomen Near Spot Presls

dept Spencer Waw' iilled,

Special to The Times-Dispatoh,
LY.{’CHBUHG. Van alfua.rhy] 180~
While the Jacksonville Express was
gpeeding southbound. lata  yester-
day, when nlmodt ‘at the' spot Presi-
‘dent - Spencer’ was killed 'in a’ wrack
mora than 'a year Bgo, there Was &
tareitle exploglon’ In the express’ cap,,
. Messengar Jepsla (Cunningham vushs
‘e to the vestibuleiand pulled the emer-
gancy  bralke, Hefore (ha tpain vould
ba (stopped, however, the "interior ot
tha cor. was in flames, Tha contents
ware allydestroyed and!the mossengen
fost nll>of his paners and!/parsonal ef-
Jfects, ‘Thelear was saldo-tracked | ot
Lawyers, The exploslon has' not boon

in

fxplained,

Ty e

MRS. MARTIN'S WOUND FATAL

Quite. Sinlar (0 That Which Eaded

Lite of President McKinley.

. [Specla) to Tha Times-Dispatch,]
NEW  YORK, Januaty  10.—Mrs
Kathlean Martin, who wid shot In the
Liote] 81, Gearge, !n Brooklyn, on Hat-
urday by her husbard, Arthur J. Mar-
tin, hefore he. shat and killed him-
self, dind at 7 o'elock thils moralng, at
the Brooklyn Hospltal,

Untll a few hours befors her death
the woman  was  consclous,  Mres,
Frances Trevelyaill, of Charlottesville,
11l have charge of the funeral of her
nilece, ond will prabably have the body
removed to Charlottesville

The wound whielr calsed the death
of Mrs, Martin 18 tdeclared by the sur-
geohs to liave béen almost identical
with that which caused the Aeath of
Presldent ” McKinley,

Hurgeons say the bullat penetrated
the stomach and llver and lodged In
Mra, Martin'a splne.

From storles told to Coroner Henry
Hrewer by ITarry Martin, o brather of
ihe self-slain maen, {1 has béen learned
that the troublé between Martin and
his wife was éaused by fumily Inter-
forence.  Mrs, Martin's, relatives In
Charlattesville, . Va,, wanted her .to
spend slx montha of the year at Foresat
Lodge there, theé honmie of  Franels
ffrévelynn, the well known racing
man and steward at tho Cily Park
race-track, New Orleane. When Mrs.
Martin was away her husband grew
lonesome. They had controversies by
letter, followéd by more acrimonlous
ones when she returned. It was al=o
learned that the pletol with which
Martin killed himsdelf and rhot his
wife was the one with which Henry
Martin, Jr., shot his father a  few
years ngo,

A NEGRO'S GOOD LUCK

Upecarihed & Tin Can Contolning $300
in Gold and Sllver.
1 [Bpacial to The Times-Dispatch.]

HIGH POINT, N. C., Junuary 13.—
A tin can full of gold and sllver, sup-
posed to have been burled during the
Clvil War, was unearthed here to-day
by A negro barber named George
Ttouss. While walking down the rall-
road track In front of the Globa Heme
furniture factory his coat was caught
ty an iron rod driven down In the
ground. This exclted his eurlosity, and
upon examining the stick and pulling
at it the dirt caved in around It, ex-
pusing to view a tin can which con-
talned gold and sllver to the amount
of over $300. The can was so rusty
that a good portlon of It had rotted
away. Whether It was hid during the
war or later by thigves, |t is not proh-
able that any ong will claim it; and
the negro I8 overfoyed at his . find,

It {5 known for a ecertainty that blg
epms of money were hid here during
the Clvil War, and at different times
people from other States have come
here to look It up, but to no avafl
Twelve wagonloads of copper were
hauled from the depot herc in the early
morning hours of February, 18684, and
burfed 300 yards north aof the depot.
Sometime ago two gentlemen from Mis-
sissippl who helped to bury the copper
were  here, but could not locate Ib
It would bring at least $10,000 to-day
ir It could be found.

e e ——

FROZEN IN THE SNOW

Heavy Etorm in Glles County ond Twa
Borya FPerish.
: Epeclal to The Times:Dispatch.]
BRISTOL, VA, January 15, —A letter
recelved' here to-duy from Mountain
Lake, Glles county, Va, states thuc
snow hag fallen {n the mountiins there
to the depth of three fect. Two boys,
the lstter states, were found frozen io
death In the snow. On acecount af the
remoteness of Lhe ecene the names of
the boys have not been learned here.
—_—

NEW TOBACCO SALES RECORD

Over KHalf Milllon Pounds Disposed of
in Lexingion Ouc Dny.

LEXINGTON, KY., January 13.—8Six
hundred thousand pounds of wiite bur-
ley tobacco was sold on the floor of
the loose leat warehouses herc to-day.
This breaks all records. Wagons had
been coming In from all ovér the Lo-
bacoo dlstrict since Baturday night.

Thae warehouses here are strongly
guardea  nightly agalnst surprise by
*night riders" by special officers and
a . squad of soldlers "with a Gatling
gun.  Several surrounding towng are
also beipg guarded nlghtly.

ROBT. MACLAY & CO. SUSPEND

Obligatlons of $1,500,000 Coversd by
Collnternl Not [eadlly Salable.

NEW YORK, January 13.—The sus-
penston of the firtn’ of Robert Maclay
& Company was announced. to-day on
tha Stocle Excliange. The firm consists
of Robert Madlay and Alfred H, Maclay,
who are sons of the late Robert Maclay,
president of the Knickerbocker Trust
Company, befare Charles T, Bainey
was elected to head’ that Institutjon,
and Harold H. Weekes, the former Co-
lumbla  College athlete, who s the
board member, Robert Maclay ‘sald he
hoped the ‘suspension’ would® ba -only
temporary.

The obligations,
counsel ‘for the firm,

accordlng  to . the
amount to §li-

* 500,000, which 15 covered by collateral

nat readlly salable in the ' present

market, !
GOLD MINING CAMP BURNING

Great 151 0ro, Lnrgest. Camp in Mexleo,
Belug Reduced 1o Anhes,
MEXICO CITY,  January %
cording to a telegram just recelved In
thig'olty, the great gold minlngt camp,
El: Oro, one of the largest in ‘the re-
public g -being desiroyed by fire.
“YWhen the dlspateh was filed | the
principal liotels and the more Import-
ant business Lulldings of the ‘camp’ had
bean reduced to ashes. "Thelinforma-
tlon  declarad the entire'town | was
threatened, Sinee this dispatch no word
hias been recelvad from the camp, ns
communication is Interrupted, © No
details. are oblalnable tosnight,
—

' FARMER COMMITS SUICIDE

Avwekoned Durlng Gule,” He Goen to
'Outhouse nud Shoots Himwelf,
NORFOLK, VA, JAanuary 13,—4A spe-

cial 'to  the hed;.;erglﬁrupa,guh Fram

Elizabeth Chty, N. O, Snya that James

Wi Pritehard, e prominent ! farmer

Hving in that vieipity. awakenlng duy-

Ing the terrific gale of vesterday morn,

Ing subsequently laft:hls bed and. “go-

ing to mn outhouse, comiltiedaulceld

by putting o rifle bullet through his
head, Mg wife golng toosenarch! for

Wi, tound the hody. - Mentaliaberrn-

{lonls alleged to hiye heenithae cause,

S—Ac-

The Virginin pamaged in Storm.

NORFOLI, Vi, fannavy . 18, —mhg
By Tine steambort VIrEmia from
Baltimore to Norfolk, Wis eaught! iy
the. flerde galo of -"‘"“’1d“!".-.umt.-luu‘l
o rought experleice Shhl.wa;u Fatrnelc
By e lenvy sep, sl Bomeigtihan port
Jolnery w_a'la sinpshed. LTha iV ivginin,

it artive ol 1A MLEBIRdRy did
nﬁ_; renel port yntdl M ¥

VIOLENT PROTEST
EROM REPUBLICANS

Assignment of the Senate
Committees Not Satis-
factory to Minority.

BUT LIST STANDS
AS ANNOUNCED

Speaker Byrd's Appointments in
the House Generally Com-
mended—Not Much Ac-
tivity. Along Line of
Investigation Is
Expected.

BY LEWIS IT. MACIHEN.

The nnnouncement of committaes, a
few: resolutions, a4 few speaches and o
good many bills [ntroduced, tells the
atory of yesterday's proceedings in
the Legialature. The attendance was
somewhat smaller than heretofors, be-
cauge soma members did not return
from thelr homes In titne to attend.
The szaslons of both houses were brief.

The commitices of the Hotuse, unlike
those of the Senats, are absolutely
determined By the presiding offlcer.
Consequently they were accepted with-
out questlon, and appeared to glvo gen-
erdl satisfaction. 1In the Senate, how-
ever, the minority, speaking through
their fioor leader, Senator Noel, pro-
teated agalinst what wes termed o dis-
erimination againkt the Republicans In
Lthe assignments made by the steering
committee of the HSenate, |The absence
of any representation upon tho Com-
mittées of Finance and Ronds was the
subject of eapeclal complaint. Flgures
were presented ghowing that districte
having assessed property of over $50,-
000,000 were not ropresented, while
other districts, with combin¢d nssess-
m=nts of less than half that amount,
had two representatlyes on that com-
mittee. No reply was made to these
suggestions, but by a recorded vote
the report of the steering committee,
approved by the Democratic caucus. of
the SHenate, was adopled, seven Demo-
crats votlng with Lhe: four Republleans
against Its adoptlop.

In the -.ouse a joint resolution com-
mending the character and public ser-
vices of the late William H. Boaz, of
Albemarle, and deploring hls untimely
death, was adopted and was concurred
In by the Senate.
made In boih houses, setting forth In
moving terms the personal merits and
faithful pullic services of Mr. Boaz
a8 the |deal of an unpretentious apgd
conzclentlous representative. :

It was2 the congensus of
among those who had been associated
with him In his work for thé Siste that
this unusual tribute to his memory was
highly deserved.

Many bllls 'of importanee were In-
troduced In both houses. sonie of which
will be considerad in another column.

The; House was in  sesslon enly
thirty+five minutes and thére was no
general disoussion of any kind. ]

Warming Up In the Senate.

In the Senate thers were -several
pretty 1ittle parllamentary contests
avar the reference of some bills to
certain. committees, THe rulings of
the presldent wera glven promntly and
met with general approval, and  the

usual course of reference was not dis-|s
[}

turbed.

Senator Gravatt offered a resolution
looking to & jolnt sesslon of the Road
Committeas of the two houses.

Senator Lassiter, who is recognized ag
a specializt in rood matters, while com-
mending the generil objects of the
resolutlon, thought it might defeat lts
purpose by reason of the diffleulty and
delay  Incldent to .assembling these
large committees In jolut sessfon at
irregular’ hours. The resolutlon went
over under the rules

The Spirit of Investigation.

Delegate Curlett - presented yester-
dey in the House a hlll providing for
tha appointment of a standlng com-
mittes in legislative investigation and
recominendation of and concerning
State Ipstitutfons,  The demands for
investigations of this character have
been so numerous and so insistent at
recent sessloms that (Mr. Curlett bee
Heves the work can best he done by a
standing commlttee. 5

1t {5 impossible to say what Inves-
tigations wlil ba asked for ai this ses-
sion, but It fs certaln that some such
requests will~ ba forthcoming, Often-
times the occasions for theése requests

(Conitinued on Third Page)

KILLED Arun' ROBBED MOTHER

Wanted Money -to Pny Hix Bonrd nnd
Coveted Jewelry for Sweetheart,
TOLEDRO, OHIO, January 13,—That

ha might e able to galn fovor wlith

niis sweatheart, and to obtaln money

Lwith which to pay hls ‘board, Harvey
' Hazel,

seventeen years old, murdered
his mother with o earpenter’s hammer,
Then he went to hls boanling house,
changed his clathes, returned and stole
357 and hig mother's fewelry, which he
intended to glve to hia swestheark.

Whaen John Hazel, the fatngr, came
home the son wag arrvestad and con-
fessed the crime without o tremor or a
tear,

FARMER TAKES HIS LIFE

Juiiap  A. Thrift, of  Westmoreland,
Shoots. Himsclf.
[Enecial to The Tines-THspatoh.]

WARSAW, VA, January 13—Julian
A Thrifr, aged sIXty-Nve  years, o
suceesstul farmer, reslding nepr Old.
ham's, Wesimoreland county, commit-
ted sulelds this morning gt 8'n'glock by
shooting himself 'with o shotgun,.the
entire load takipng effect Just belaw
the heart, Mo reason can ba asslgned
for tha deed. DMy, Thritt seemed In
the hast of spivits, and had been talle-
Ing plepsantly owith his fTamily shortly
vafore laking his Wte, He s surylved
by g whlow and one son.

—_—_——
Richmond Travellng Man Uruised.
L;-_:;u\‘u!n] to The Timos-DEipateh, )

ROCKY MOUNT, VA, Jdannary 13—
The southbound teolnon the Frankiin
and Pittsylvania brench of tho Santh-
arn | owad o wieeked  about 120 a'vlock

to=day, Two' conches wera oyverturned,
My, 00 AL Barbour, vepresaniling. tha
‘BWtehlgon Hat Company, of (Rlchmarnd,
was saveroly beulsed, and savoral other
persons lnjuredy bul not scrlogsly,

J 4 .
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Orief speeches were |

opinion|.

LARGEST RESTAURANT

Jrtiiillie sy
OUne io Be Estnblished [0 New York
Senting 8,000,

NEW YORK, January 13.—Plans have
been drawn and  practically - all’ the
ledased #lgned for what (e to 'be the
lirgent riostaurant in the world, =eat-
Ing 8,000 persons. It will locoupy the
entire block on the west slde of Broad-
way, from Forty-third to Forty-fourth
Street, and It will have a roof gar-
den that Is to Ba an exact reproduc-
tlon in minlature of the gardeng of
the Trianon, at Versailles, The deco-
rations of the main restaurant are to
be on a grand scale, and the entlre
‘structura |4 to be exccuted on a plan
of vastness and beauty never befare

attempted in thls country.

Approximately $4,000,000 will be the
rentdl - involved for the grounds and
the bulldings, which are to be lensed
from the Astor estates for twenty-one
yenrs, with the usual renewal privi-
leges.

HANGED HERSELF TO A TREE

Sulelide of the Wife of a Well-Known
Plttsylvania Farmer,
[Epeclal to The Times-Dispatch.]

DANVILLE, VA. January 13.—Mra,
P. W. Emereon, wife of a,well-knédwn
farmer. reslding near F‘nlf,Creok, this
county, committed sulclde enarly this
morning by hanglng herself to a small
trée In the ynrd at her home. Mr.
Emerson and hls wife arose ahout 5
o'eloele’ thls morning and the former
went to the stables to feed the horses.
When' he returned a few minutes later
for breakfast, hiz wife was nhsent. A
gearch found her limp and stili warm
body, hanging te a' tree. The doed
was committed with a rope only a few
foct long, and death® was duc Lo
strangulation. Mrs. Emerson has been
In fesahle health  for asome tlme, and
last Novembsr made an unsuccessfil
effort to end her life by drinking
{pudanum, She was about fifty yedrs
of age, and leaves a husband and vight
chlldren. ]

—_—

 SAME AS'NORTH CAROLINA

e
Coast Line Glvea Assurnance Tis Rotes
WII e Made the Same.

COLUMBIA 8. C, January 13—
Alexander’ Hpmilton, first vice-presi-
dent and gereral counsel of the Atlan-
tie Coast-Line Railway, said’ to-day at
a conference held with Governor Ansel,
the Rallrond Commission and Attorney-
Geaneral Lyon, that his read would vol-
untacily put ot In South Carolina the
same pASEonEer ratea as would be ap-
plled In North Carollna, where an extri
aesslon of the Legislnture had been
called by Governor ‘Glenn to conslder
the sltuation. E

Whether the rates wera reached by
agreement or statute, said Mr. Haomll-
ton, the same ratea will ‘be allowod
South Carolina. It Is understood that
the proposition mada to North Caro-
lina called for the samme rates as. Lhe
Southern Rallway will give to Soulh
Carolina ahout April 1ist,

EXPECTS TAFT TO WIN

Alshpma Democrat Thinks He Ia Only
. —.Alnn MWhoe.Can.Defeat. Bryan,

COLUMEBUS, 0. Januoary 13—"Theo
Itapubilfeans of Alabama have but ong
candidate for Preaideiit, and that s
Willjam H, Taft," sald Henry B. Gray,
Democratie  Lieutenant:Governor  of
Alabama, rwho passed through Colum-
bia  to-day. _He ‘sald further: “The
South 18 for Bryan for the Democratic
nominé=, and I belfeve he will ha the
cholce of the convention. | If he I3 the
Republicans have but one man who can
Leat him, and that Is Taft. Taft ap-
pears to be popular, not only through-
out’ the Houth, but in the ather parts
of ‘tha country. I have visited, T feel
though I'am a Democrat, that 1L he (s
nominated he wil] be surely elected, and
further, I regard his nomination as as-
ured,” ‘

A BRUTAL FATHER

IKicks His Elghteen-Yenr-0ld Daughter
“nte Insenxibllity.:,

DURHAM, N. C., January  13.—Most
horrible. circumstances  surround: &
vrime committed in. this clty  to-day,
when Tillett Vaughen almoest killed his
vlghteen-yenr-old daughter, Misa: Lilly
vaughan, He Injured her so badly that
the physiclans hirdly entertaln  any
haope for recovery, slthough she {5 rest-
Ing very wall to-night. Vaughan stamp-
ed her under hls feet and kicked her
In the face until her tongus protruded,
causing blood to rush! out of her noss
and mouth., [Her face and neck weare
hadly swollen; and she was unconsclous
for over an hour. Vaughan svas sent
ta jall after a prellminary Investiga-
tion 'thls morning in defoolt of bond.
He will probably remalo’in Jail untilj
thie: May: term of court, when hoe will}
be glven a trial. Y lnd

TWO SAILORS DROWNED

Norweginn Steamahip Eortuna Encouu=
tera Grle O Virginin Const,

NEWPORT NEWS, VA, Jonuary 13,
—With two sallors of her crew miss-
ing, apother serlously injured and ler
gupersteucture and hull Ladly damaged
as tho result of gn encounter with a
terrifie. southeaster off the @ Virginia
const  Saturday night, the Norweglun
ateamship  Fortuna, = which  steamed
from Norfolk Saturday with a cargo
of conl for Haovena, arrlved here this
morning,  'She will be surveyed und
1-epull'<3d at the local shipyard.

The ship ran Into the storm shortly

before  midnlght Saturday night, awl
for hours. Captain Royen .and erew
thought the © ship would = founder,

Mountalnous seas broke over tha vis-
gel from stem to stern, sweeping two
German sallers overboerd, Injurlng an-

other by hurllng  him  agalnst the
houso, carrying awany a part of the
bridge, the binnacle, compass, port

bonts, ventilators and slde lights, unid
smashing the hand wheels pt the stern,
Several of the gteel plates amidships
were also hadly damaged.

SMOKE HALF TOBACCO GROWN

Uwners of Plyes Moke Waoy With Fifty
ey Cont, 0f Americin Crop,
NEW  YORK, January  li.-—Pipe
amolers consume. more  thon half of
all the tobacco grown In the Unlted,
Stetes, according to ustutement mada;
to-day by Viee-President Fuirvls, of
the Amerjfcan Tobacco Company while
testifylone i the  government's sull

ngalnat the company.

My, Harels sald the Amerlean To-
bavea” Compeny  never his attempted
ta abtaln a foothold {n the plug to-
baceo trade (n Canada, ng the lnterests
now in contenl of that markel appeavad
to e too solldly entrenched,

—_——————
wi the Cannl Locks,

WASHINGTON, January 13-—Soere:
tary Taft has swritten o letteér to the
Prosident yocommending  gn’ Ancrodne

of the width of the Panamn Canal locks
{rom. 100 fect us at présent planned o
110 feet, Thy changes will ‘cost about
$5.000,000 additional, but meets the naval
lavger

view ns to the lkellhood fof

| thie unfortunates iwha were overgoms:

hattloships in’ the futurs,

NEAR HUNDRED.
BE BURNED 1N
THEATRE FIRE

Great Number of Wo-

men and Children

Trampled and
Cremated.

SUNDAY SCHOOL .
AT BIG BENEFIT |

Explosion of Tank Creates Panie,
and Actorsy in Effort to Restore
Quiet, Knock Over Oil Foot-
lights, Setting Fire to the
Opera-House—Scenes
of Horror,

BOYERTOWN, PA, January 13.—A |
Catastrophe; herrlfying in ite dbls.l];;" ;
and slekening In Itg result, to-night
gwept nearly 100 souls of this bqruu;li
into eternity In almost ths twinkling
of an eye, and injured nearly threa
score, many of them fatnlly. i
A majfority of the killed were mem-
bers of the leading familfes. Whily
the Scottiah Reformation was  being,
preduced In Rhoades Opera House by
Mrs.. Monroe, of Washington, n ‘tank
used In & moving-pletura scena ex-
ploded. Immediately 'there was a wild
rush  for the exils ‘of the bhuildine.
Men of mature years cndeayvored .to
sti]] the panic, but thelr volces could
not be hedrd above the shrieks and
screams of the terrlfied women and
children, wha composed 'the greator
part of the audience. .

The House Tnkem Firc.

The scenes cannot be portrayed fit- '
tingly by the most Imaginutive. Tha
blood-curdling cries for help of thosa
who were penned within she walls af |
the blazing structure could he heard
above tha roaring, =eething flames. TL
samed ag though nearly tho enttr'_e'
audience made a mad rush for the
exits the moment ths explosion Deoure--
ed. In'their attempt to quiet tha greal
crowd, those persons who werd on tha
stage uceldsntally. upset  tha' sosl “ofl
lamps used as the foot-lights, Tha
burning’oll scattered'in all diractlons.
and the lamps, which ere used to
Hght the Opera House, exploded, throsw-
Ing the blazing oll over the te;';'brl'-.\._
stricken ople who  werae fishtih'g
frantieally| to galn the exits By

In ths mad rush a section of tha

floor gave way, precipltating scores'of |

nersonsg to the basement. It was scarce-.
1y five minutes from the time of thi
explgplon of the tank until the struc-
ture seemed a rooring furnace, Thers:
was a mod scrambla for the slairway
leading from the balcony, and scores of
women and children were kndckaod
down ‘and trampled upon. At least ilt_l.;r 5
persons risked their lves by jumping
from the windows, Limbs were broken
und skulls were crushed by the daring’
method of ‘escape. ! L
Crowds of Children. J
The apera-house was crowded with the
members of  St. John's Luthsran Sum- @
day school, who were attending a bene-
flt given for that church. L=
While the: show was In progrese &
tank exploded. 'The actors endeavored .
to qulet' the' audlence, but In  thelr!
anxlety to make themaclves heard and
to avold the awful stampeda of tha
women end chlldren, the coal oil lamps,
which were’ used as the foot ‘lights,
ware averturned, setting the:place on
fire. The flames, ‘ted by the oll, shot
almost to/ the calling and there wasa
wild rush of the 700 persons to escaps
from the burnlng building. Scores: of
women' and’ children were) trampled:
upon, and several who escaped belpg
burned to denth died after belng drogs
ged from the opera-house. . Tn many
cases, it iz sald, entira famllles have'
been wiped put, £
v A Scene of Horror. e
Tha :scena - which: followed tha ex=
plosion 1s indescribable.  Scores “of
persons, who were in the balcony, ‘af
tho time the explosion occurred, jump=
ed from the windows and sustaludd
fractured'limbs and skulls. T3
To add to the terrible disaster. th
fire apparatus became disabled an At
structupe was left entirely to the merps:
of the secthing flames. Tt is almast
certaln not & vestige of the bodlegiof

by the smoke and perished willfayen
be found. Asslstance wis asked from
Pottstawn, hut beatore the fire ‘appars-
atus from that clty veached thia placa;.
thao entire centre of the structurs; wad
a roaring furnece, Had the women and
children hecded the warning of the
coaler heads in the audiemca tha hor=-
rible, loss of lifo might ) have been
avolded, but there wag the usual panig
and stampede which'invariably follows
at such a catestrophe, :
Mony ‘Trampled  Under Foot,

The flanies spread rapldly and comes
munleated to. the other parts of -the
thoatre. Mep. women anpd children
rushed for the' many exits, and tha' =
woaker 8éx  and. the ohildren wern -
trampled and malmed In the mad rush
to galn, the street. !

Asslstance was at once asked of both &
Readlng and Pottstown, anpd speoial
tralna carrving nursas  and  doctora
ware pushed to! the scene of the dlaas=
ter, Every home wlithin a radius of
half a dozen Llocks of ithe opera housa -
was made n temporary hospltal, swhera
the wounded wera rushed by tarviages
anil other means of convoynes,

Boyvertown s o borough with o nop=
wlidtion of about, 2,500, and (s located
ahout midway Letweon Pottstown and
Reading. The fire ls not ydt updes
cantral, but 1t 1s not thought ft wills
L cammunleatad to othor praperty, A
the opers house is/on o plot of greund
by Mself, llundreds of /persons




